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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 0868 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IN, CH 

SUBJECT: INDIAN OBSERVANCE OF DEATH OF CHOU EN-LAI 

REF: NEW DELHI 0817 

IN ADDITION TO COMMENT PARA 4 REFTEL, WE NOW LEARN FROM AN 
MEA SOURCE THAT THE INDIANS DECIDED TO PROPOSE THE SIGNING 
OF THE CONDOLENCE BOOK BY MRS. GANDHI BECAUSE CHOU EN-LAI 
HAD GONE WITH FONMIN CH'EN YI TO SIGN SIMILAR BOOK IN 
PEKING ON NEHRU’S DEATH. THE INDIAN OBSERVANCE OF NICETIES 
IN DELHI WAS IDENTICAL WITH THAT FOLLOWED BY CHINESE 12 
YEARS AGO, EVEN TO THE NUMBER OF MEA OFFICIALS ACCOMPANYING 
MRS. GANDHI IN THE SIGNING EXERCISE. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, 

WE ARE THUS INCLINED TO DOWNGRADE ANY SIGNIFICANCE AS A "GESTURE" 
OF "FRIENDSHIP" THE SIGNING MIGHT HAVE, AND CONSIDER IT 
ONLY AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF INDIAN (AND CHINESE) MUTUAL 
PUNCTILIOUSNESS IN FOLLOWING ABSOLUTE RECIPROCITY IN 
THEIR MUTUAL DEALINGS. 
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